
Case for  Support

BUILDING SHARED PROSPERITY IN VULNERABLE GLOBAL COMMUNITIES

G U A T E M A L A      K E N Y A      N I C A R A G U A      V I E T N A M    



OUR MISSION
Building shared prosperity in vulnerable global communities

TURNING SMALL 
BUSINESS 
INTO A FORCE 
FOR GOOD

LEFT: Hi-Tech Hope Beauty College trainees, 
Nairobi, Kenya
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WHY IS THRIIVE NEEDED?

Developing world communities lack employment 
opportunities and ways to help themselves out of 
poverty. Thriive creates jobs and builds prosperity 
through a unique approach helping neglected 
small businesses in the so-called “missing 
middle.” This refers to existing small businesses 
with employees that are too big for traditional 
microfinance, but still too small to secure 
affordable commercial credit.

Such small businesses account for the majority 
of employment in most developing countries. By 
providing small businesses with the capital they 

need to grow and create new jobs, Thriive lifts more 
people out of poverty, raises standards of living, 
and creates hope and promise for the future. 

Thriive helps communities help themselves 
through donations of job training and basic 
necessities by local small businesses. Thriive 
entrepreneurs repay their ThriiveCapital with 
these donations, inspiring new cultures of giving 
and making vulnerable global communities more 
resilient and self-sufficient.

OUR VISION

Growing networks of socially responsible small businesses in the communities we work in that are 
expanding, creating jobs, and reducing poverty in their communities through regular donations of job 
training and basic necessities that improve opportunities for the disadvantaged.

BELOW: Product donation by Quang Tho 
Agriculture Cooperative,  

Hue, Vietnam
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WHERE WE WORK

WHY THESE COUNTRIES?

Thriive works in Guatemala, Kenya, Nicaragua, and Vietnam because in addition to chronic poverty, 
they face additional obstacles to progress, such as governance issues, changing economic systems, or 
recovering from past conflicts. We work in such places specifically because their challenges are great, and 
because building more widespread prosperity will contribute to creating a more cooperative, inclusive, and 
peaceful world for us all.

BELOW: Thriive visionary Art Schultz with current  and former Thriive program managers

Tienda y Pastelerí Don José 
GUATEMALA 
ThriiveCapital recipient 2015

Hi-Tech Hope Fashion College  
KENYA 
ThriiveCapital recipient 2014

Wilfred and Fredy Acabal Ajtún are dedicated 
and hardworking brothers with the only brick and 
mortar cake shop in their town of 10,000 people. 
Their $9,200 ThriiveCapital loan purchased 
an industrial oven, a refrigerated display case, 
and a backup generator. In the last year, they 
have grown 26% and added 5 new jobs at their 
business. They’ve made a big local impact by 
training 20 local women to produce food items 
for sale to increase their incomes, as well as 
regularly donating food products to almost 100 
impoverished schoolchildren.

Lydia Kaibere is a fashion design entrepreneur 
combining fee-based courses in hairstyling and 
beauty with computer literacy.  With her business 
expansion after receiving ThriiveCapital, she’s 
added 6 new FT and 13 PT jobs and trained 18 
young women from nearby slums in hairstyling 
and computer literacy, giving them critical skills for 
varied employment options.

MEET THRIIVE ENTREPRENEURS

THRIIVE’S PAY-IT-FORWARD MODEL WORKS ACROSS 
DIVERSE BUSINESSES AND CULTURES 



MEET THRIIVE ENTREPRENEURS

Nam Thang Long  
HANOI, VIETNAM 
ThriiveCapital recipient 2014

Negociaciones Comerciales 
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA 
ThriiveCapital recipient 2013

Ding Nha is a Vietnamese social entrepreneur who 
designed a popular lifevest backpack to address 
an alarming number of drowning fatalities among 
rural Vietnamese children on their way to schools 
in flood-prone areas.  She received $10,000 in 
ThriiveCapital to purchase specialized industrial 
sewing machines needed to boost production 
capacity and quality.  Her subsequent growth 
created over 30 new jobs for rural women and 
she is now able to access traditional financing 
to expand her business further. Her current goal 
is to export to other Southeast Asian countries 
with similar flooding concerns.  For repayment of 
her ThriiveCapital, she donated over 1,100 of her 
lifesaving backpacks to kids at risk from extremely 
poor rural areas, helping to keep them alive and 
going to school!

Noel Castellon is the owner of this commercial 
recycling enterprise with a triple bottom-line: 
people, profit, and environment.  His business 
received a $10,000 ThriiveCapital loan for a 
compacting machine.  Noel is passionate not only 
about the environmental benefits of recycling 
but also in helping dignify and professionalize 
the waste-picker employees and contractors his 
business depends on.  His growing business is 
repaying their ThriiveCapital by training unskilled 
individuals to join their workforce and outfitting 
them with proper safety gear (boots, gloves, etc.) 
necessary to collect recyclable refuse safely and 
also earn more income.

THRIIVECAPITAL MAKES YOUR SUPPORT GO FURTHER

52%
OF BUSINESSES  

OWNED BY WOMEN

5
JOBS CREATED  
PER BUSINESS

700+
CHARITABLE BENEFICIARIES 

PER BUSINESS

450
BUSINESSES SUPPORTED  

SINCE 2010

57%
OF JOB TRAINEES  

SECURING EMPLOYMENT

9
UNSKILLED PEOPLE TRAINED  

PER BUSINESS

BELOW: Tran Van Dong Farm, Hue, Vietnam

Since our launch in 2010, Thriive businesses have created more than 2,400 jobs.  Over 300,000 people 
in need benefited from Thriive business donations of food, clothing, shelter, education, medical treatment, 
and other income-enhancing equipment and instruction, including job training for nearly 4,000 previously 
unskilled individuals. 

Thriive is unique for blending interest-free small business financing with the requirement that the loans 
be “paid forward” to benefit developing communities instead of the lender. The ROI we seek is simply the 
job creation and increased incomes resulting from ThriiveCapital, and establishment of a culture of social 
responsibility in small businesses to make their communities more self-sufficient and resilient. 

By supporting Thriive, you can help developing world communities help themselves out of poverty! 



PLEASE PARTNER 
WITH US TO 

BUILD SHARED 
PROSPERITY 
WORLDWIDE

RIGHT: Nam Thang Long Textiles 
entrepreneur and employees, 

Hanoi, Vietnam



YOU CAN HELP BUILD SHARED PROSPERITY 
IN VULNERABLE GLOBAL COMMUNITIES!

D O N A T E  A T  T H R I I V E . O R G
Thriive is a U.S. 501 (c)(3) non-profit and your donation is fully tax-deductible

OUR INTERNATIONAL THRIIVE PARTNERS

E    C
Excellent Operations 

Consultants

NAIROBI, KENYA   
Newstyle Shoes product donation

Erik Schultz, Co-Founder & Chief Executive Officer 
erik@thriive.org

Linn Kincannon, Co-Founder & International Director 
linn@thriive.org
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